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SPEECH 


In  Senate,  Friday,  January  22,  1641 — In  defence  of 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the 
charge  of  extravagance  in  expending  the  public 
money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  answer  each  of  the 
four  specific  charges  of  extravagance  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Crittenden]  against  the  present  Administration. 
That  Senator  had  called  upon  him  personally  to 
make  this  answer;  and  he  undertook  the  ta-k  with 
pleasure,  not  believing  it  to  be  one  of  much  diffi¬ 
culty.  Before,  however,  he  should  apply  himself 
directly  to  this  work,  he  would  take  the.  liberty  o 
making  some  preliminary  observations. 

And  in  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  B.  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  I,  at  least,  have  never  introduced  in¬ 
to  this  Senate,  as  topics  of  debate,  “log  cabins, 
hard  cider,  and  coon  skins;”  nor  have  I  ever  made 
an  observation  here  which  could  be  tortured  into  a 
reflection  upon  either  the  integrity  or  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  having  elected 
General  Harrison  their  President.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  promptly  and  frankly  dis¬ 
claimed  any  intention  of  imputing  to  me  such  a 
charge;  and  with  this  I  am  entirely  satisfied.  The 
people  are  the  only  legitimate  sovereigns  of  this 
country,  and  however  much  I  may  regret  th«?ir  re¬ 
cent  decision  of  the  Presidential  question,  I  shall 

never,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  indulge  myself  in 
the  use  of  reproachful  language  against  them  for 

this  or  any  other  cause. 

If  I  know  myself,  said  Mr.  B.  I  came  to  Con¬ 
gress  in  December  last  with  the  desire  and  with  the 
expectation  that  this  would  prove  to  be  a  business 
session.  It  was  my  sincere  wish  that  the  political 
excitement  which  has  recently  agitated  the  people 
and  has  extended  to  every  portion  of  the  land,' 


might,  for  the  present,  be  suffered  to  subside,  and 
that  we  might  bring  up  the  arrears  of  business 
with  which  we  are  now  encumbered.  I  had  not 
the  most  distant  idea  that  this  chamber  would  again 
so  soon  be  converted  into  a  mere  political  arena. 
Acting  under  a  sense  of  duty,  I  have  abstained 
from  political  conflicts  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  except  when  compelled  to  enter 
the  lists  in  the  necessary  defence  of  myself  or  of 
my  party.  I  have  made  no  assaults,  and  have 
generally  been  a  mere  lis'ener. 

I  had  another  reason  for  refraining  from  any  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  debate  now  before  the  Senate.  I 
knew  that  the  question  of  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  was  before  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  my  own  Stale,  and  that  I  might  be  in¬ 
structed  on  the  subject,  and,  as  I  shall  ever  en¬ 
tertain  and  express  the  utmost  deference  and  re¬ 
spect  for  that  Legislature,  whatever  political  party 
may  be  in  the  majority,  I  thought  that  a  proper 
sense  of  delicacy  required  me  to  abstain  from  dis¬ 
cussing  this  question.  I  have  not,  therefore,  said, 
nor  do  I  now  intend  to  say,  a  s'ngle  word  upon  that 
subject:  and  I  shall  either  give  my  vote  according 
to  these  instructions,  should  they  pass,  or  resign  my 
seat.  I  am  not  the  man  wh",  after  having  enjoyed 
the  sunshine  of  political  favor,  will  shrink  from 
the  storm.  I  long  since,  from  the  deepest  convic¬ 
tion,  adopted  the  principle  that  the  representative 
was  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  constituents. 

I  consider  it  essential  to  the  wholesome  action  of  a 
free,  Democratic  Republican  form  of  Government; 
and  having  publicly  avowed  this  doctrine  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  when  there  appeared  to  be  but  little  probabili¬ 
ty  that  it  could  ever  reach  myself,  I  shall  not  dis¬ 
avow  it  in  ths  day  of  apparent  gloom  and  adversi¬ 
ty.  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  fate  of  war. 


4 


For  a  similar  reason,  I  might  even  have  refrained 
from  advocating  the  passage  ef  the  pre-emption 
bill,  dear  as  it  now  is,  and  ever  has  been  to  me, 
bad  I  then  known  that  the  instructions  before  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  embijaced  this  subject, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  I  am  glad,  however,  now  to 
find,  that  even  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself 
[Mr.  Crittenden]  is  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
pre-emption,  and  has  actually  incorporated  it  with 
that  of  distribution  in  his  motion  now  before  the 
Senate.  This  renders  it  certain,  that  if  ever  a  dis¬ 
tribution  bill  should  pass — and  from  the  signs  of  the 
times  I  consider  such  a  result  probable — the  poor 
man,  who  has  expended  his  toil  in  erecting  an 
humble  dwelling,  and  cultivating  the  soil,  shall  not 
be  driven  from  his  home  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
far  West,  provided  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  Govern¬ 
ment  price  for  the  quarter  section  which  he  has 
selected  and  improved. 

For  one,  it  was  both  my  design  and  my  desire, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  to  devote  this  session  to 
the  necessary  business  of  the  country,  and  to  wait 
patiently  until  General  Plarrison  should  get  into 
power.  I  shall  then  judge  the  tree  by  its  fruits, 
without  any  predetermination  to  oppose  his  mea¬ 
sures.  I  am  bound,  notwithstanding,  in  candor,  to 
declare,  that  if  he  entertains  the  opinion  of  his 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  in  re¬ 
gard  to  a  National  Dank,  he  [General  Harrison] 
believes  that  to  be  a  great  good,  which  I  consider 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  can  befall  the  coun¬ 
try.  Without,  at  presen*,  alluding  to  its  fatal  poli¬ 
tical  consequences,  I  believe  that  in  a  mere  finan¬ 
cial  point  of  view,  it  would  prove  destructive  to 
our  prosperity.  In  order  to  obtain  a  specie  capital 
for  such  an  institution,  you  must  either  ruin  or 
essentially  cripple  our  State  banks;  or  you  must 
adopt  the  alternative  of  borrowing  specie  abroad, 
and  creating  a  national  debt  for  this  purpose.  One 
or  other  of  these  alternatives  is  inevitable;  and  the 
country  is  not  in  a  condition  to  resort  to  either, 
without  great  injury  to  the  people.  But  enough  of 
this  for  the  present.  I  return  to  the  subject  with 
which  I  commenced. 

I  shall  cow  proceed  to  show  that  the  charge  of 
extravagance  which  has  been  so  often  made  and  re¬ 
iterated  against  the  present  Administration  by  both 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  [Messrs.  Crittenden 
and  Clay,]  is  without  foundation.  It  will  be  for 
the  Senate  and  the  country  to  decide  whether  I  shall 
have  succeeded. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  a  report  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
en  the  subject  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Government  during  the  fifteen  preceding 
years.  From  that  report  it  appears,  that  the  ordi¬ 
nary  expenses  of  this  Government,  which  in  1824 
amounted  to  a  little  more  than  seven  millions  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  had  been  gradually  in¬ 
creasing  until  the  year  1839,  when  they  a  little  ex¬ 
ceeded  thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  mean  by 
“ordinary  expenses ,”  the  money  annually  disbursed, 
in  maintaining  the  permanent  civil,  military,  and 
naval  establishments  of  the  country,  and  embracing 
every  expenditure  necessary  to  conduct  the  Govern¬ 
ment  prosperously  in  time  of  peace.  Now,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  class  of  expenditures,  I  have  never 
heard  any  Senator  on  either  side  of  the  House  com¬ 
plain  of  their  amount,  or  that  they  had  risen  from 
seven  to  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  between  1824 
and  1839.  Daring  this  period,  a  number  of  new 
States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  seve¬ 
ral  new  Territories  created — the  army  and  navy 
have  both  been  considerably  increased,  and  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  Congress  have  of  late  years  become  enor¬ 
mous,  requiring  reform  more  than  any  ether  branch 
of  the  Government.  Our  expenditures  must  neces¬ 
sarily  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  country;  but 
it  ought  to  be  our  care  that  this  increase  shall  be  as 
slow  as  possible,  and  never  proceed  beyond  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
We  might  with  as  much  reason  expect  that  the  lit¬ 
tle  garment  which  was  sufficient  to  cover  the  child 
of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  would  prove  sufficient 
to  protect  him  from  the  wind  and  the  storm  after 
he  had  grown  to  be  a  giant,  as  argue  that  the  “or¬ 
dinary  expenses”  of  the  Government  should  not 
have  increased  with  the  rapid,  nay  the  unex¬ 
ampled  growth  of  the  nation  during  the  last  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Nothing  has  been  said  against  these 
expenses,  either  in  the  aggregate  or  in  detail,  since 
they  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
by  the  Secretary’s  report.  It  is,  then,  fair  to  pre¬ 
sume  thpt  nothing  can  be  urged  against  a  single 
item  of  them.  On  this  triumphant  result,  I  am 
most  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  congratu¬ 
late  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  same  re¬ 
port  to  which  I  have  referred,  also,  presented  an 
annual  statement  of  the  expenses  “of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  or  temporary  character,”  from  1824  to  1839, 
both  years  inclusive,  arranged  under  different  heads. 
When  this  report  came  into  the  Senate  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  both  the  Senator  from  Mis¬ 
souri  [Mr.  Benton]  and  myself  called  upon  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  point  out  a  single 
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item  of  extravagance  amongst  all  these  expendi¬ 
tures  of  the  Government,  whether  ordinary  or  ex¬ 
traordinary.  Not  one  of  them  was  then  bold  enough 
even  to  make  the  attempt.  Our  challenge  was  not 
met.  And  now  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 


dinary  expenditure  necessary  to  keep  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  regular  motion.  Not  so,  since  the  present 
President  cam?  into  power.  It  has  been  his  mis¬ 
fortune,  that,  during  the  period  of  his  administra¬ 
tion,  heavy  expenses,  of  an  extraordinary  charac- 


Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  on  whom  ought  the  bur- ,  ter,  which  he  could  not  have  avoided,  were  ren- 
den  of  the  proof  of  extravagance  to  rest?  Would  he  dered  absolutely  necessary,  whilst  the  revenue  of 
require  the  friends  of  the  Administration  to  go  over,  j  the  Government  has  been  greatly  reduced,  by  causes 
item  by  item,  all  the  ten  thousand  items  of  expendi-  equally  beyond  his  control.  Is  it  not,  then,  the 
ture  which  have  been  submitted  in  a  distinct  form  most  crying  injustice — is  it  not  the  strangest  accusa- 
to  Congress,  and  show  that  in  each  particular  in-  tion  in  the  world,  to  charge  the  man  who  happened 
stance  there  wax  no  extravagance?  This  would,  to  take  the  helm  of  State  when  the  country  was  in- 
as  that  honorable  Senator  well  knows,  be  reversing  ,  volved  in  such  difficulties,  with  extravagance, 
all  the  rules  of  common  law,  as  well  as  of  common  merely  because  he  was  compelled  to  execute  trea- 
sense.  We  present  to  the  Senators  in  opposition  a  ties  and  laws  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 


clear  and  distinct  account  in  detail  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Governmen';  and  it  is  manifestly  their  duty? 
if  they  believe  there  has  been  extravagance 
in  any  item,  to  lay  their  hand  upon  it  and  show 
wherein  the  extravagance  consists.  This  they 


all  political  parties  in  Congress? 

Under  such  circumstances,  ought  he  to  be  de¬ 
nounced  because  the  necessary  expenses  of  Go¬ 
vernment  happened  to  exceed,  under  his  Admi¬ 
nistration,  those  which  were  incurred  under  his 


cannot  do,  or  they  would  long*  since  have j  predecessors?  True  economy  in  a  Government 
accepted  our  challenge.  They  are,  therefore  '  does  not  consist  in  hoarding  m~ney  like  the  miser, 
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doliars  in  four  years,  whilst  they  do  not  point  out 
in  what  manner  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have 
reduced  this  expenditure.  It  is  true  that  at  this 
late  day  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Critten¬ 
den]  has  denounced  four  particular  items  of  the  ac¬ 
count  as  extravagant;  but  I  think  I  shall  prove,  be¬ 
fore  I  sit  down,  that  he  has  been  less  wise  and  wary 
than  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Clay,]  in  descending  from 
generals  to  particulars. 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  the  “extraordinary  ex¬ 
penses”  of  the  Government  have  been  very  large 
during  the  last  four  years.  But  whether  these  ex¬ 
penditures  were  great  or  small,  is  not  the  question. 
Were  th?y  inevitable?  Could  they  have  been 
avoided  by  any  human  prudence  or  foresight  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  or  his  friends  in  Congress? 
Was  not  each  of  the  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress 
under  which  these  expenditures  were  necessarily  in¬ 
curred,  sanctioned  and  sustained  by  the  very  Sena¬ 
tors  who  n:*w  condemn  them  in  the  aggregate? 
These  are  the  true  quest]  ons. 

These  “extraordinary  expenses”  must,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  vary  with  the  ever  varying  condi¬ 
tion  ol  the  country.  Our  circumstances  are  chang¬ 
ing  with  every  changing  year.  Some  years  ago, 
the  nation  was  gliding  along  on  the  smooth  current 
of  prosperity,  and  requiring  but  little  above  the  or- 


driven  to  condemn  in  the  agsregate,  although  the?  and  doing  no  good  with  it;  but  in  applying  it, 
can  find  no  fault  with  any  of  the  details  of  which  with  a  provident  hand,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  aggregate  is  composed.  They  exclaim  that  the  such  objects  as  are  necessary  to  the  defence  and  pros- 
Administration  has  been  extravagant,  because  it  perityofthe  country.  After  these  objects  of  ex- 
nas  expended  one  hundred  aad  thirty  millions  of  penditure  have  been  designated  by  Congress,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  economy  consists  in  accomplishing  them  at 
thecheapest  rate  possible.  This  is  the  only  economy 
which  can  be  practised  by  the  President;  and  if 
he  bas  neglec'ed  this  duty  in  any  particular  in¬ 
stance  he  would  be  liable  to  ceasure;  but  not 
otherwise. 

In  order  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
four  years  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions, 
Senators  have  included  item?,  not  only  of  the 
most  unjust,  but  of  the  mosi  ridiculous  character. 
I  shall  enumerate  a  few  of  them. 

One  large  item  in  this  amount  was  for  money 
expended  upon  the  public  buildings.  Is  there  a 
single  member  of  the  Senate  who  either  raised  his 
voice,  or  gave  his  vote  against  the  appropriations 
for  this  purpose?  The  money  expended  on  these 
buildings  alone  during  the  period  of  the  present  Ad¬ 
ministration,  amounts  to  between  four  and  five  mil¬ 
lions.  I  have  not  added  up  the  sum;  but  it  is 
certainly  not  les3  than  four  millions.  And  yet 
these  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  without 
distinction  of  party,  are  converted  into  an  item  of 
extravagance  against  Mr.  Van  Buren! 

Then  there  was  the  money  expended  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  pensions,  amounting  to  upwards  of  ten 
million?  of  dollars.  Had  the  Administration  any 
control  over  this  expenditure?  These  pensions  were 
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granted  by  a  grateful  country  to  those  who  had 
defended  it  in  the  perilous  times  which  tried  men’s 
souls,  and  who  are  now  the  feeble  and  broken  re¬ 
lics  of  a  past  age,  dependent  on  the  public  bounty 
for  their  support.  Congress  has  also  granted  pen¬ 
sions  to  such  widows  of  oid  soldiers,  as  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution  remained  at  home,  and  attended 
to  their  families  whilst  their  husbands  went  forth 
to  the  battle  field.  Be  this  right,  or  be  it  wrong, 
had  the  present  Administration  any  agency  in 
granting  these1  pensions?  Did  not  Congress  pass 
these  laws;  and  did  not  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
vote  for  them?  I  do  not  know  the  fact,  because  it 
is  not  my  practice  to  examine  the  journals  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  individual  members 
may  have  voted;  but  1  do  know,  from  the  nature 
of  the  man,  that  he  [Mr.  Crittenden]  is  one  of 
the  last  members  of  the  Senate  who  would  vote 
against  such  pensions.  And  yet,  strange  to  say, 
the  payment  of  these  very  pensions  to  old  soldiers 
and  their  widows,  by  the  Treasury,  is  one  of  the 
items  of  extravagant  expenditure  charged  against 
Mr.  Van  Baren’s  administration;  and  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  $130,000,000  composed  of  such  items  as 
these  has  been  spread  over  the  whole  country,  in 
order  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  people. 

Again.  There  was  the  expense  of  extinguish¬ 
ing  the  Indian  title  within  the  States  and  Territo¬ 
ries  of  the  Union,  and  of  removing  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Are  the  present  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  blame  for  this  expenditure?  Could 
the  President  have  avoided  it,  after  the  Senate  had 
ratified  the  treaties  under  which  it  was  incurred? 
No  Senator  on  this  floor  will  say  that  he  could.  He 
had  no  discretion  whatever  on  the  subject;  but  was 
obliged  to  execute  these  treaties  and  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  of  them.  How  unjust  is  it,  then,  to 
put  down  this  item  in  the  aggregate  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  expended  by 
the  present  Administration! 

I  might,  if  I  pleased,  pass  in  review  all  the  other 
heads  of  extraordinary  expenditure  detailed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report,  and  show 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  President  to  avoid 
any  one  of  them.  He  can  exercise  no  dispensing 
power.  He  must  obey  the  acts  of  Congress  and 
treaties;  and  these  laws  and  treaties  were  of  such 
pressing  necessity  as  even  to  have  disarmed  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  to  have  received  the  votes  of  the  political 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  the  friends  of  the  Adminis¬ 
tration.  I  may  well  spare  myself  this  trouble,  as 
not  one  of  these  items  of  expenditure  has  ever 
been  questioned  by  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.  It 


is  true,  they  exclaim,  you  have  spent  one  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  is  enormous; 
but  they  make  no  attempt  to  show  how  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  President  to  have  reduced  this  amount. 

There  are  two  or  three  items  embraced  within 
this  aggregate,  of  a  character  so  extraordinary  as  to 
deserve  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  In  the 
Secretary’s  report,  the  indemnities  amount  to  be¬ 
tween  six  and  seven  millions  of  dollars.  What 
are  these  indemnities?  General  Jackson,  during 
his  prosperous  Administration,  succeeded  in  obtain¬ 
ing  satisfaction  for  all  the  old  claims  which  our  citi¬ 
zens  had  against  foreign  Governments.  He  got 
nearly  five  millions  from  Fiance;  and  I  do  not 
recollect  precisely  how  much  from  Denmark, 
and  other  nations.  At  all  events,  he  left  us 
a  clear  score,  and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  with 
all  foreign  nations.  Now,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaties,  these  indemnities,  obtained  from 
foreign  Governments  for  our  own  citizens, 
were  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  their  use,  and 
were  of  course  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  them, 
as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  how  much  each  one 
was  entitled  to  receive;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  these  very  payments  from  the  Treasury  con¬ 
stitute  a  large  item  of  the  aggregate  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  millions,  about  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  This  sacred  trust  fund,  which 
was  acquired  for  our  citizens  by  the  most  efficient 
and  persevering  exertions — this  very  fund,  which 
was  fairly  distributed  amongst  those  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  it,  has  thus  been  converted  into  a  charge  of 
extravagance  to  its  full  amount  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  simply  because  it  was  paid  out  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  during  his  administration.  This  item  shows 
conclusively  why  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  goes  for  footings,  and  not  for  particulars. 
Is  this  fair  towards  the  present  Administration?  If 
it  were,  then  had  General  Jackson  succeeded  in 
obtaining  twenty  millions  more  from  foreign  na¬ 
tion?,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  disbursed  the  money, 
would  have  been  twenty  millions  more  extrava¬ 
gant;  and  the  gentleman  might  have  exclaimed, 
“you  have  expended  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  thirty.” 
In  making  out  these  debtor  and  creditor  accounts 
of  extravagance,  will  any  man  say  that  it  was 
either  just  or  proper  to  charge  such  an  item  as  this 
against  the  retiring  Administration? 

I  should  have  been  rejoiced  if  the  subject  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  present  Administration  had  not 
again  been  introduced  until  after  the  accession  of 
General  Harrison,  because  then,  as  the  Senator 
[Mr.  Clay]  says,  the  books  and  papers  will  be  in 
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the  possession  of  his  friends.  They  will  then  be 
enabled  to  search  these  books  and  papers  to  their 
hearts’  content;  and,  for  one,  I  now  give  them  fair 
notice,  that  should  I  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
Senate,  I  shall  call  upon  them,  when  they  have  all 
the  official  documents  in  their  power,  to  make  good* 
the  charge  of  wasteful  extravagance  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  administration.  This  is  due  to  them¬ 
selves,  as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the  American 
people  who  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  that 
the  present  Administration  has  been  guilty  of  a 
prodigal  and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money. 

Another  most  extraordinary  charge  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  embraced  within  the  aggregate  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  millions,  is  that  of  more  than 
twenty  millions  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  in  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  national  debt.  Now,  sir,  observe 
the  gross  injustice  of  this  charge.  The  Adminis¬ 
tration  are  first  charged  with  all  the  expenditures 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  create  a  debt  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  afterwards,  as  this 
debt  was  discharged,  they  are  again  charged  the 
second  time  with  the  amount  paid  to  the  public 
creditors.  According  to  this  mode  of  stating  the 
account,  an  Admiaistration  is  first  charged  with,  I 
shall  say,  twenty  millions  of  dollars  for  public  ex¬ 
penditures.  Their  necessities  require  them  to  bor¬ 
row  these  twenty  millions.  They  then  pay  the  bor¬ 
rowed  money,  and  this  discharge  of  the  debt  is 
twenty  millions  more  expended,  and  swells  the 
total  to  forty  millions  instead  of  twenty,  although 
this  last  sum  is  palpably  the  whole  amount  ex¬ 
pended.  As  a  further  illustration,  let  me  suppose 
a  case.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  employs  an 
agent  to  build  him  a  house  which  shall  cost  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  directs  him  to  borrow  the 
money  on  his  (the  Senator’s)  credit.  The  agent 
borrows  the  money  and  builds  the  house,  and  after¬ 
wards  discharges  the  debt  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
Senator’s  estate.  What  would  be  thought  of  his 
justice,  if  the  Senator  were  to  brand  this  agent  with 
extravagance,  and  say,  you  have  expended  twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  my  money  when  I  autho¬ 
rized  you  to  expend  but  ten?  You  have  first  paid 
out  ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of  my 
house;  and,  shameful  extravagance!  you  have 
squandered  ten  thousand  dollars  more  in  discharg¬ 
ing  the  debt  which  i  authorized  you  to  contract. 
And  yet  this  is  the  measure  of  justice  which  the 
Senator  would  apply  to  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States  as  the  agent  of  the  people. 

Now,  fortunately  for  this  country,  neither  the 
present  nor  any  future  President  of  the  United 


States  caa  be  justly  charged  with  extravagant  ex¬ 
penditures,  except  in  few  cases,  should  Congress 
do  their  dnty.  Under  the  Constitution,  not  one- 
doliar  of  public  money  can  ever  be  drawn  from.1- 
the  Treasury,  “but  in  consequence  of  appropria¬ 
tions  made  by  law.”  Inmost  instances,  Congress: 
appropriates  the  precise  sum  which,  under  existing 
laws,  is  required  for  each  special  purpose;  and  the* 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  merely  pays  out  these 
sums  as  their  agent.  Neither  he  nor  the  President* 
can  make  these  payments  either  greater  or  less--* 
Since  the  origin  of  the  Government,  the  public 
Treasury  has  been  protected  by  this  constitutional 
guard. 

But  the  present  Administration  have  done  more^ 
than  all  their  predecessors  to  secure  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  in  the  hands  of  our  receiving  and  disbursing  " 
agents.  Hitherto,  whilst  the  poor  wretch,  who- 
stole  five  dollars  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  hunger, 
was  doomed  to  ;he  penitentiary;  the  public  officer 
who  squandered  the  public  money  entrusted  to  his 
care,  or  fled  with  it  to  a  foreign  country,  was  held 
to  have  committed  a  mere  breach  of  trust,  and 
escaped  without  any  punishment  whatever.  The 
much  abused  Independent  Treasury  law,  which  is 
now  about  to  be  repealed,  was  the  first  act  of  legis¬ 
lation  which  ever  inflicted  any  punishment  upon, 
public  officers  for  plundering  the  public  money- 
Under  its  provisions,  such  a  crime  is  made  felony; 
and  the  culprit  is  consigned  to  the  four  walls  of  the 
penitentiary,  instead  of  being  sent  on  a  mission  to 
London  or  Paris,  to  revel  in  luxury  there  on  the 
spoils  of  the  public,  and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
“good  society.”  But  the  decree  has  gone  forth, 
and  thi<  law  is  to  be  repealed  by  the  new  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  can  only  be 
guilty  ©f  extravagance  by  recommending  and  by 
influencing  his  friends  in  Congress  to  adopt  useless 
and  extravagant  projects  not  necessary  for  th* 
public  good;  or  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
a  general  appropriation  must  be  made  to  accom¬ 
plish  a  particular  purpose,  by  not  applying  this 
money,  necessarily  subjected  to  his  discretion,  with 
a  wise  and  proper  economy. 

Gentlemen  may  test  the  expenditures  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Administration  by  any  reasonable  rule  which 
they  please,  and  ascertain  whether  any  of  them 
could  have  been  avoided.  There  they  are,  spread 
upon  the  record  of  the  American  Senate  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  there 
they  have  been  ever  since  May  last,  subject  to  the 
inspection  and  scrutiny  of  each  American  Senator; 
and  what  has  been  the  result?  At  this  late  period. 
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after  the  Presidential  election  has  been  decided;  the  [  But  why  did  the  Secretary  of  War  resort  to  Mis- 
Senator  from  Kentucky  now,  for  the  first  time,  souri  for  these  volunteers?  Was  it  because  he  had 
makes  four  specific  charges  of  extravagance:  If  not  entire  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  courage 


we  were  even  to  admit  that  these  specifications  are 
all  well  founded,  happy  indeed  would  be  the  coun¬ 
try  where,  in  the  expenditure  of  so  many  millions, 
the  research  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  could  dis¬ 
cover  but  four  small  and  comparatively  inconside¬ 
rable  items  to  which  they  can  object.  There  is  no 
other  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  which  could 
present  such  a  spectacle  in  the  administration  of 
its  finances,  and  even  with  these  blemishes,  if  they 
existed,  it  would  be  the  glory  of  our  country  to  be 
able  to  present  such  an  account.  It  would  be  con¬ 
clusive  evidence  of  the  regard  for  law  and  the  mo¬ 
rality  which  prevails  amongst  us. 

After  this  report  had  been  thus  subjected  to  the 
ordeal  of  these  gentlemen  for  the  greater  part  of  a 
year,  the  Senator  now  confines  himself  to  a  specifi¬ 
cation  of  only  four  particulars,  in  which  he  alleges 
the  Government  have  been  guilty  of  extravagance. 
If  I  can  demonstrate,  as  I  believe  I  can,  that  he 
has  been  mistaken  in  each  of  these  particulars, 
then  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration  will 
Indeed  have  cause  for  congratulation  and  triumph. 

The  Senators  first  specification  is,  that  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  had  brought  mounted  volunteers  all 
the  way  from  Missouri  to  the  Florida  war,  when 
men  in  abundance  might  have  been  obtained  from 
the  neighboring  States  at  a  much  less  expense;  and 
that  instead  of  transporting  these  volunteers  from 
Missouri  to  Florida  by  water,  a  useless  expense 
was  incurred  in  sending  them  over  land.  Three 
hundred  was  the  whole  number  of  these  Missouri 
volunteers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  highest 
official  authority  at  the  proper  Department.  And 
to  what,  then,  does  this  whole  charge  of  extrava¬ 
gance  against  the  Administration  amount?  To  the 
excess  of  what  it  would  cost  to  transport  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  from  Missouri  to  Florida  above  the  cost 
of  transporting  the  same  number  of  men  from 
Georgia,  Alabama,  or  Kentucky.  This  difference 
of  price  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  the  Se¬ 
nator’s  first  charge  of  extravagance.  I  have  been 
also  informed  from  the  same  authority,  that  these 
men  did  not  march  over  land  through  Kentucky, 
as  the  Senator  supposes;  but  were  unfortunately 
transported  by  water  from  St.  Louis  to  Florida. 
The  consequence  was,  that  they  encountered  a 
storm  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  many  of  their 
horses  were  lost.  Happ.y,  indeed,  therefore,  would 
it  have  been  for  them  if  this  po  rtion  of  the  Sena¬ 
tor’s  charge  had  been  well  founded,  and  if  they  had 
marched  over  land. 


of  the  men  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Kentucky? 
No,  sir,  not  at  all.  But  it  was  suggested  to  the 
Secretary,  that  the  frontier  men  of  Missouri — the 
hunters  and  trappers  of  the  far  West,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  Indian  war,  were  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  character  and  habits  of  our 
savage  foe,  and  would,  for  this  reason,  be  more  effi¬ 
cient  than  equally  brave  soldiers  who  had  not  the 
same  experience.  It  was  believed  that  these  fron¬ 
tier  men  would  be  skilful  in  penetrating  the  Ever¬ 
glades  of  Florida,  and  discovering  the  Indians  in 
their  hiding  places. 

In  the  days  of  the  Indian  wars  of  Kentucky,  the 
Kentuckians  were  probably  the  best  Indian  fighters 
in  the  world.  But  these  days  have  fortunately 
long  since  passed  away;  and  you  must  now  go  fur¬ 
ther  West  for  men  of  experience  in  this  peculiar 
mode  of  warfare.  Considering  how  our  army  had 
been  baffled  by  the  Florida  Indians,  it  might  have 
been  wise,  and  I  believe  it  was  wise,  to  accept  the 
services  of  these  Missourians;  and  the  conduct  of 
this  brave  band,  with  the  lamented  Colonel  Gentry 
at  their  head,  proved  that  the  Secretary  was  not 
mistaken  either  in  their  skill  or  courage.  Some  for¬ 
ty  or  fifty  of  them  lost  their  lives  in  battle;  and  yet 
the  charge  is,  that  their  transportation  from  St. 
Louis  to  Florida  had  cost  the  Government  more 
than  it  would  have  acne  to  transport  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  men  from  Lexington  or  Nashville.  This  is 
truly  a  grave  and  serious  accusation! 

I  can  inform  the  Senator  in  what  manner  I  pre¬ 
sume  his  mistake  originated  in  regard  to  the  march¬ 
ing  of  the  Missouri  volunteers  through  Kentucky. 
Although  they  did  not  march  through  Kentucky, 
yet  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  did;  and  he 
must  have  mistaken  the  one  for  the  other.  And 
why  was  this  regiment  marched  to  Florida  over 
land,  and  not  transported  by  water?  It  was  not 
done  to  expend,  but  to  save  money.  They  thus 
transported  themselves,  and  therefore,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  saved  the  cost  of  their  transportation.  Be¬ 
sides,  in  addition  to  all  this,  they  were  trained  and 
disciplined  every  day  upon  the  road  as  cavalry 
ought  to  be  trained  and  disciplined.  The  conse¬ 
quence  was,  that  the  moment  they  arrived  in  Flo¬ 
rida,  they  were  prepared  for  active  and  efficient  ser¬ 
vice.  On  the  other  hand,  had  they  been  transport¬ 
ed  by  water,  their  horses  might  probably  have  been 
lost,  as  were  those  of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  and 
they  could  not  have  improved  in  discipline  on  the 
way.  In  regard  to  the  expenditure,  I  have  been 
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informed  at  the  Department  that  it  was  a  clear 
saving  to  the  Government  to  march  this  regiment 
to  Florida  by  land,  instead  of  transporting  it  by 
water.  So  much  for  the  Senator’s  first  charge. 

The  second  charge  made  by  the  Senator  consists 
in  thir;  that  the  Administration  had  collected  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars’  worih  of  provisions  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  for  the  use  of  the  army;  and  that 
these  provisions,  not  being  wanted,  were  afterwards 

I!  sold  at  auction  for  a  sum  but  little  exceeding  fifty 
:  thousand  dollars. To  this  and  to  all  the  other  charges 
of  the  Senator,  I  felt  myself  prepared  to  reply  last 
evening;  but  concluded  that  it  was  best  to  wait  and 
re-assure  myself  of  the  precise  character  of  the  facts, 
i  I  can  now  assure  the  Senator  that  there  is  great 
;  exaggeration  in  this  statement.  The  whole  supply 
of  provisions  was  not  sold  at  auction;  but  the 
comparatively  small  surplus  only,  which  remained 
after  subsisting  the  troops,  and  this  because  the  ar- 
!  tides  were  perishable,  and  would  not  bear  the  cost  of 
transportation.  I  admit  that  there  was  a  conside- 
1  ble  loss  on  the  sale  of  this  surplus,  chiefly  in  the 
!  articles  of  bacon  and  hard  bread;  and  I  shall  tell 
the  gentleman  how  it  occurred,  and  then  ask  him  to 
say  whether  the  Administration  is  fairly  chargeable 
with  it. 

We  all  know  that  the  Cherokees,at  the  first,  refused 
to  execute  their  treaty  and  remove  to  the  West  of 
the  Mississippi.  Indeed,  an  incipient  war  already 
existed.  From  the  representations  of  their  chief, 
and  from  other  causes  which  I  need  not  detail,  they 
were  induced  to  believe  that  the  Government  would 
never  remove  them  by  force.  They  were  upon  the 
soil  of  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina, 
who  insisted  upon  their  removal;  and  it  thus  be¬ 
came  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to 
enfore  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Policy,  huma¬ 
nity,  economy,  and  the  example  of  the  Florida 
war,  all  required  that  a  sufficient  force  should  be 
sent  into  the  Cherokee  country  to  overawe  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  thus  effect  their  removal  without  blood¬ 
shed.  One  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  the  hero  of  Lundy’s  Lane,  (General  Scott)]was 
selected  to  command  these  forces,  and  ample  dis¬ 
cretionary  power  was  conferred  upon  him  to  carry 
the  treaty  into  effect.  This  hero  may,  in  future  time, 
become  a  still  more  distinguished  character,  for  the 
race  of  military  chieftains  is,  probably,  not  yet  ex¬ 
tinct.  Under  thes3  circumstances,  it  became  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  subsistence  department  to  collect 
within  the  Cherokee  country  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
provisions  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  That  this 
was  their  imperative  duty  no  one  can  deny. 

General  Scott  executed  the  high  trust  confided  to 


him  with  distinguished  fidelity  and  ability.  With 
the  example  of  the  Florida  war  before  him,  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  act  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  vigor,  and  to  concentrate  such  a  force  as  would 
overawe  all  opposition.  I  ask,  then,  would  not  the 
Administration  have  been  greatly  to  blame,  had 
they  not  collected  sufficient  provisions  for  the 
whole  force  which  General  Scott  deemed  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  call  into  service? 

In  this  crisis,  John  Ross,  the  head  chief  of  the 
Cherokees,  concluded  an  arrangement  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Scott,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  engaged  himself  to  remove  his  people. 
It  was  thus  rendered  unnecessary  to  employ  our 
troops  in  removing  them  by  force;  and  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  these  troops  was  immediately  discharged. 
A  sufficient  number,  therefore,  did  not  continue  in 
the  service  to  consume  all  the  remainder  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  which  had  been  collected. 

Were  these  provisions  improperly  collected? 
Was  it  not  necessary  that  the  Department  should 
have  them  at  the  point  where  the  army  assembled? 
But  a  large  portion  of  this  army  was  soon  disband¬ 
ed,  and  in  this  unforseen  contingency  what  was  to 
be  done  with  the  remainder  of  the  provisions? 
There  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  Indian  country, 
where  no  demand  existed  for  them;  and  ne¬ 
cessity  compelled  the  officer  in  command  to  di¬ 
rect  them  to  be  sold  at  auction,  whatever  price  they 
might  bring.  It  is  true  the  bacon  and  hard  bread 
were  sold  at  a  sacrifice;  but  what'  else  could  be 
done?  The  expense  of  of  transporting  them  to  any 
place  where  they  might  have  sold  for  their  value, 
would  have  been  greater  than  the  difference  between 
that  value  and  what  the  Government  actually  re¬ 
ceived. 

But  whether  the  loss  were  great  or  small,  the 
Administration  had  nothing  directly  to  do  with  the 
sale,  and  are  not,  therefore,  liable  to  censure  for 
this  cause.  The  provisions  were  collected  by  the 
proper  department  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army 
under  the  Commanding  General,  and  he  acted  in 
strict  conformity  with  his  duty  in  directing  the  sale 
of  such  of  them  as  he  could  not  use.  The  Admi¬ 
nistration  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  after 
they  had  been  sold,  and  the  accounts  of  the  sale 
were  rendered.  Thus  ends  the  second  item  of  ex¬ 
travagance  alleged  by  the  Senator  against  the  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The  third  specification  of  extravagance  mainly 
rests  upon  the  strange  order  of  Brigadier  General 
Read  of  the  Florida  militia.  Of  all  the  persons  I 
have  ever  known,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  can 
the  most  effectually  turn  into  ridicule,  even  that 
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which  is  not  ridiculous  in  itself.  What  a  rare  oc¬ 
casion,  then,  does  this  order  present  for  his  powers 
of  satire  I  He  must  esteem  it  as  a  precious  relic, 
and  therefore  I  shall  most  certainly  comply  with 
his  request,  and  return  it  to  him  as  soon  as  I  shall 
have  read  it  to  the  Senate. 

Here  Mr.  Buchanan  read  the  order  as  follows: 

HEADaUARTERS,  FLORIDA  BRIGADE, 

Newnansville,  December  4, 1840. 
“The  troops  ofjthe  Sedentary  infantry  service,  of  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Broer’s  company  is  an  integral  portion,  shall  not  at  any 
time  be  ordered  on  active  duty;  nor  will  it  ever  occur  during 
their  term  of  service,  that  they  shall  be  ordered  to  march  a 

greater  distance  than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  headquarters  of 
leir  respective  companies.  They  will  be  directed  to  remain 
at  their  usual  places  of  abode,  and  expected  to  engage  sedu¬ 
lously  in  the  pursuit  of  their  usual  occupations.” 

(Signed,)  LEIGH  READ, 

Brigadier  General,  Florida  Brigade. 
Captain  Broer,  Mandarien. 

If  the  Administration  could  be  held  responsible 
for  the  bad  taste  in  which  this  order  was  conceived, 
I  should  pronounce  them  guilty  at  once.  But  this 
is  a  question  not  of  taste,  but  of  extravagant  ex¬ 
penditure,  and  regarded  in  that  view,  the  Senator 
would  find  that  it  did  not  at  all  establish  his  pro¬ 
position. 

I  shall  then  first  explain  to  the  honorable  gentle¬ 
man  why  Brigadier  General  Read,  who  by  the  by 
is  an  excellent  officer,  told  these  men  to  remain  at 
home,  and  attend  to  their  own  business.  Although 
it  might  have  been  in  better  taste  not  to  have  em¬ 
braced  such  a  command  in  a  general  military 
order,  at  least  without  further  explanation,  yet  the 
Senator  would  himself  soon  perceive  the  propriety 
of  this  injunction. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  session,  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  called  upon  Congress  to 
raise  a  thousand  mounted  men  for  the  Florida  war, 
to  remain  in  service  during  its  continuance,  and  to 
receive  a  bounty  in  land,  with  the  same  pay  and 
emoluments  as  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  passed  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  increas¬ 
ing  the  force  to  fifteen  hundred  men.  This  bill 
went  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  approving  of  the 
policy,  recommended  a  still  further  increase  from 
1,500  to  2,000  men;  but  the  House  never  reached 
the  measure,  and  no  troops  were  raided  for  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  Florida  war.  But  did  Congress,  by 
this  neglect,  intend  that  Florida  should  not  be  de¬ 
fended?  Was  it  the  dtsign  of  Congress  that  the 
Florida  militia  should  not  be  called  into  serviee  for 
•  this  purpose?  Certainly  not.  If  any  thing  could 
be  inferred  from  the  neglect  of  Congress  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  was  that  Florida  should  be  defended  by  the 
militia  under  the  existing  militia  laws;  for  no  Sena¬ 
tor  can  suppose  that  we  intended  to  give  up  the 
wives  and  the  children  of  its  inhabitants  to  the 
scalping  knife  of  the  savage. 

Whilst  this  bill  was  pending  before  Congress:,  the 
Governor  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  called  out  into  actual  ser¬ 
vice  a  number  of  mounted  men  for  the  defence  of 
that  Territory,  nominally  at  its  own  expense,  but 
which  we  ail  know,  from  past  experience,  must 
eventually  be  paid  by  the  United  States.  After 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  without  having 
passed  the  bill  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  Secre¬ 


tary  of  War  interposed,  and  ordered  out  twelve 
hundred  mounted  men,  embracing  those  thus. al¬ 
ready  in  service  from  Florida,  to  serve  in  every 
part  of  the  Territory,  and  to  pursue  the  In¬ 
dians  wherever  they  might  be  found,  and  five 
hundred  infantry  militia.  And  for  what  pur¬ 
pose  were  these  five  hundred  militia  to  be 
employed?  They  were  intended  for  mere  neigh¬ 
borhood  defence,  and,  like  the  minute-men  of  the 
Revolution,  were  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  at  a 
moment’s  warning.  They  are  divided  into  compa¬ 
nies  of  seventy  men;  and  these  men  cultivate  the 
soil,  and  are  spread  over  the  border  which  divides 
the  savages  from  the  peaceful  inhabitants.  They 
are  neither  required  nor  permitted  to  pursue  the 
enemy  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  head  quar¬ 
ters  of  their  respective  companies;  because,  if  they 
were,  it  would  destroy  the  very  purpose  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  defence  for  which  they  were  called  into 
service,  and  leave  the  settlements  unprotected.  It 
is  their  duty  to  resist  sudden  incursions  of  the  sa¬ 
vages  into  these  settlements;  and  1  understand  that 
the  most  happy  consequences  have  followed  the 
creation  of  this  force. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  expense,  which  is  the  main 
point  of  this  argument,  let  me  assure  the  Senator 
tbat  these  men  cost  the  Government  but  one-sixth 
of  the  cost  of  the  same  number  of  cavalry.  They 
merely  receive  the  pay  of  infantry,  without  bounty, 
rations,  or  clothing.  They  are  bound  to  raise  corn 
and  provisions  on  the  public  lands  on  which  they 
are  settled,  and  at  the  same  time  be  ever  ready  to 
repel  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.  When  this 
duty  has  been  performed,  they  return  to  their  peace¬ 
ful  agricultural  pursuits.  What  have  been  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  this  policy?  Since  this  system  was 
first  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Government  has  been  able  to  purchase  pro¬ 
visions  at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  These  men 
raise  not  only  what  is  sufficient  to  supply  their 
own  wants,  but  a  considerable  surplus  for  sale. 
They  are  settled  in  the  very  heart  of  Florida,  where 
provisions  are  most  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  army; 
and  the  Government  thus  saves  much  in  the  cost  of 
transportation.  This  whole  arrangement,  instead 
of  affording  any  foundation  for  a  charge  of  extra¬ 
vagance  against  the  Government,  is  one  eminently 
economical. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Senator  that  the  Secre¬ 
tary  has  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  more  than  one- 
third  of  these  five  hundred  militia  infantry. 

I  trust  he  will  now  be  able  to  perceive  why  Gen. 
Read  directed  these  “sedentary  infantry”  to  remain 
at  home,  and  not  to  pursue  the  enemy  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance  than  twenty  miles  from  their  head  quarters. 
They  were  never  intended  for  general  service,  but 
were  destined  t@  be  a  rampart  against  the  stealthy 
attacks  of  the  Indians — to  be  a  body-guard  on  the 
frontier  for  the  women  and  children  behind  them, 
and  to  be  a  barrier  for  their  protection,  over  which 
the  savages  could  not  pass.  If  these  men  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  positions  which  they  occupy, 
and  sent  all  over  Florida,  the  result  might  be  dis¬ 
astrous. 

The  fourth  and  last  charge  of  extravagance 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  the  establishment  of 
the  branch  mints;  and  yet  these  mints  were  esta¬ 
blished  by  act  of  Congress  in  1835,  two  years  before 
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ie  came  into  power.  Now  I  myself  happen  to  be 
me  of  those  Senators  who  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
he  establishment  of  these  mints.  With  the  ex 
:eption  of  the  one  at  New  Orleans,  they  have  never 
lone  much  good,  nor  do  I  expect  that  they  ever 
vill  hereafter.  There  is  one  of  them  in  Georgia, 

It  a  place  called  Dahloncga,  and  another  at  Char 
otte,  in  North  Carolina.  At  these  places  I  believe 
he  gold  has  given  out.  Now,  as  these  two  mints 
vere  established,  not  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  by  an 
ict  of  Congress,  passed  without  distinction  of  party, 

Js  it  not  most  extraordinary  to  charge  him  with 
he  expense  which  has  been  thus  incurred?  He  is 
hot  to  blame  if  the  gold  has  given  out  and  cannot 
|)e  found  in  such  quantities  as  to  keep  them  in  era- 
jloyment.  Toe  only  mode  of  getting  clear  of  them 
s  that  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
ina,  [Mr.  Man-gum;]  and  I  pledge  myself  to  support 
my  reasonable  bill  for  that  purpose  which  he  may 
ntroduce.  In  the  event  of  its  passage,  for  one,  I 
should  feel  myself  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
spposite  side  of  the  House,  if  they  shall  be  able 
lo  find  a  purchaser  for  them. 

[Mr.  LuivirKiN  of  Georgia  here  said  he  wished 
to  state  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
'  jrania  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  gold  had 
?ivcn  out  in  Georgia.  On  the  contrary,  new  dis¬ 
coveries  are  constantly  being  made.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  resumed.  I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  the  gold  has  not  given  out  in  Georgia,  and  that 
there  is  still  some  prospect  that  the  Mint  at  Dah- 
lonega  may  yet  be  employed.  In  one  thing,  how¬ 
ever,  I  cannot  be  mistaken,  and  that  is,  that  if  gold 
has  been  found,  very  little  of  it  has  been  brought 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  within  the  last  few  years. 

I  have  no  right  to  doubt  the  statement  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  I  should  rejoice  it  gold  would  descend 
in  showers  from  above  upon  Georgia,  as  it  former¬ 
ly  did  upon  Danse.  It  make^  no  difference,  how¬ 
ever,  for  my  present  purpose,  whether  this  mint  be 
necessary  or  not.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  not  even  President  when  it  was  es¬ 
tablished,  nor  is  his  administration  responsible  for 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  useless  expense  which 
has  been  thus  incurred. 

If  this  were  th?  proper  occasion,  I  might  adduce 
many  arguments  to  prove  that  not  more  than  one 
mint  ought  to  exist  in  this  country;  although  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  strong  reasons  may  be  urged  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  a  branch  at  New  Orleans.  Whatever  gold 
may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Dahlonega  and 
Charlotte,  might  be  disposed  of  as  profitably  to  the 
finders  as  if  they  carried  it  to  these  mints  for  coin¬ 
age.  The  other  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  steadily  follow¬ 
ed  the  lead  ©f  himself  and  my  friend  Governor 
Hill  of  New  Hampshire,  from  first  to  last,  in  op¬ 
position  to  ihe  establishment  of  these  branch 
mints. 

I  have  thus  gone  over  the  four  specifications  of 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  and  happy  indeed  am  I 
to  find  that  these  are  the  only  specific  charges  of 
extravagance  which  have  been  made  against  the 
present  Administration.  This  very  fact  is,  in  it¬ 
self,  their  most  triumphant  vindication.  Indeed,  I 
am  almost  sorry,  for  the  sake  of  the  gentleman, 
that  he  could  not  have  discovered  some  charges  a 


little  more  plausible  than  any  of  these, on  which  he 
might  have  rested  argument. 

If  Congress,  then,  have  determined  that  the  ex.- 
genciesofthe  country  absolutely  demanded  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  with- 
in  the  last  four  years,  and  if  the  Senator  and  m> 
friends  have  concurred  in  this  necessity,  and  have 
united  with  us  in  making  appropriations  to  that 
amount,  with  what  justice  can  they  now  blame  the 
President  for  this  expenditure?  It  cannot  be  pre¬ 
tended  cither  that  he  created  this  necessity  for  a 
large  expenditure,  or  that  he  squandered  the  pub. 
lie  money  in  accomplishing  any  of  the  objects  de¬ 
signated  by  Congress.  Away,  then,  with  such 
charges  of  extravagance!  If  any  debt  has  been 
created,  in  consequence  of  these  large  expenditures 
directed  by  Congress,  whose  fault  is  it?  Certainly 
not  his.  He  had  no  control  over  the  matter. 

I  undertake  to  predict,  that  should  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  prove  to  be  as  correct  in  all  otnet 
respects  as  he  is  in  his  estimate  of  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  customs  during  the  present  year,  we 
shall,  at  the  end  of  it,  be  entirely  clear  of  debt.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  revenue  from  this 
source  will,  at  the  very  least,  amount  to  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Shoulu 
this  be  ihe  case,  then  the  Secretary  is  of  opinion 
lhat  the  revenue  of  the  country,  during  the  year, 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenditures,  pro¬ 
vided  Congress  shall  not  exceed  his  estimates  in 
their  appropriations;  and  will,  in  addition,  dis¬ 
charge  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  Treasury 
notes.  But  we  are  willing,  nevertheless,  to  pro¬ 
vide  five  millions  more  to  meet  any  unforeseen 
contingencies  which  may  arise  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  new  Administration. 

I  have  now  answered  the  remarks  of  the  Sena¬ 
tor  from  Kentucky.  The  facts  which  I  have  stated, 
in  regard  to  his  four  specifications  of  extrava¬ 
gance,  have  of  course  been  communicated  to  me  by 
the  proper  Department.  None  of  them  are  within, 
my  own  knowledge;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
all  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied  at  some  length  to 
Mr.  Buchanan.  His  remarks  will  be  given  here¬ 
after.  .  , 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  again  rose,  in  rrply  to  Mr. 
Crittenden,  and  said  that  he  considered  this  a 
proud  day  for  the  retiring  Administration.  It  pre¬ 
sented  a  moral  spectacle  on  which  the  world  might 
gaze  with  wonder.  In  an  expenditure  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  four  years,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had 
only  been  able  to  enumerate  four  items  of  ex¬ 
travagance,  and  each  one  of  these  had  been  fully 
explained.  Had  the  world  ever  beheld  a  nation  in 
which  such  a  spectacle  could  be  presented?  Look 
over  the  kingdoms  of  Europe;  look  over  the  vast 
continent  of  America;  examine  the  abuses  under 
every  other  form  of  Government;  and  where,  ex¬ 
cept  in  this  Republic  of  ours,  can  yeu  find  such  an 
example?  One  hundred  and  thirty  millions  had 
been  expended,  and  the  only  complaints  of  ex¬ 
travagance  were,  that  three  hundred  troops  from 
Missouri  had  been  employed  in  the  Florida  war; 
that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  provi¬ 
sions  had  been  collected  to  subsist  our  army  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  all  of  which  was  fortunately  not 
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required  for  that  purpose;  that  two  hundred  Florida 
militia  had  been  called  into  service  on  a  kind  of  duty 
which  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Senator; 
and  that  three  branch  mints  had  been  unnecessari¬ 
ly  established,  two  years  before  the  present  Admi¬ 
nistration  came  into  power !  And  this  was  the 
sum  total — these  were  the  entire  charges — which 
the  honorable  Senator  could  urge  against  the  Ad¬ 
ministration.  This  was,  then,  the  on!)  foundation 
for  the  statements  which  bad  been  made  in 
every  portion  of  the  country,  swelling  the  extrava¬ 
gance  of  this  Administration  to  hundreds  of  millions 
The  vindication  of  the  old  Administration  was 
now  triumphant  against  the  charges  which  had 
every  where  been  urged  and  reiterated  by  the 
friends  of  the  new  Administration.  He  and  bis 
friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  challenged 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  in  May  last,  t  * 
point  out  the  items  of  that  extravagance  of  which 
they  complained  in  the  aggregate.  This  challenge 
bad  not  then  been  accepted.  They  remained  si¬ 
lent.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  now  come 
forth  with  bis  specifications,  and  what  was  their 
character?  They  afforded  ample  testimony  that 
the  working  of  our  Republican  Administration  had 
been  admit  able.  Indeed,  no  Administration  in  this 
country  could  squander  the  people’s  money  without 
detection,  became  the  people  always  keep  a  vigi¬ 
lant.  eye  over  their  public  servants.  A  Republican 
Administration  would  not  if  it  could,  as  it  could 
not  if  it  would,  be  guilty  of  extravagance.  Their 
own  high  principles  would  condemn  and  forbid  the 
«  act.  Theie  was  no  possibility,  under  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  our  Republic,  that  any  Administration 
could  be  guilty  of  expending  money  on  useless 
and  extravagant  objects,  without  the  previous  au¬ 
thority  of  Congress.  And  here  he  was  about  to 
say,  that  the  honorable  Senator  had  treated  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  argument  unfairly;  but  he  would  not 
apply  such  a  term,  as  he  bad  never  met  with  un¬ 
fairness  from  that  source.  The  Senator  had  stated 
that  he  (Mr.  B  )  had  maintained  that  the  President 
could  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  extravagance 
of  officers  acting  under  his  authority.  Heaven 
forbid!  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  ever  have  enter¬ 
tained  such  an  idea.  Far,  very  far  from  it.  The 
President’s;  task  was  an  arduous  one.  Whilst  it 
was  the  most  honorable,  it  was  also  the  most  re¬ 
sponsible  station  on  earth.  He  had  the  selection 
of  his  own  agents,  and  their  improper  acts  must 
always  attach  odium  to  him.  If  his  station  were 
high,  his  responsibility  was  and  ought  to  be  great. 

Now,  for  what  had  he  (Mr.  B.)  contended?  He 
had  taken  up  the  triumphant  report  of  the  Secreta¬ 
ry  of  the  Treasury — a  report  which  could  not  be 
met — and  had  presented  from  it  the  expenditures  of 
the  Administration  under  their  appropriate  heads, 
and  demanded  whether  any  man  could  complain  of 
them  as  furnishing  evidence  of  Executive  extra¬ 
vagance.  What  was  the  nature  of  Executive  esti¬ 
mates?  Did  the  Executive  ever  send  estimates  of 
expenditures  to  Congress  which  were  not  demanded 
by  pre-existing  laws?  It  was  his  duty  to  go  through 
the  statute  book  and  furnish  estimates  of  the 
amount  required  to  execute  existing  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress;  and  whilst  he  confined  himself  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  this  duty,  he  was  under  no  responsi¬ 
bility  whatever.  Congress,  and  net  the  President, 


were  then  responsible.  That  was  the  poiat.  The 
President  stood  upon  the  laws  of  ihe  land,  and  had 
confined  his  estimates  strictly  to  what  they  enjoined. 
He  could  not  repeal  any  law.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  bound  to  carry  every  law  into  execution. 

There  was,  he  had  expressly  admitted,  a  class  of 
cases  in  which  a  President  ought  to  be  held  respon¬ 
sible  for  extravagance:  and  this  was  when  he  re¬ 
commended  unwise  and  unnecessary  objects  of  ex¬ 
pense  to  Congress.  He  would  also  be  responsible, 
in  a  great  desree,  for  the  expenditures  voted  by  his 
party  in  Congress  even  without  his  express  recom¬ 
mendation,  beeause  it  was  fair  to  presume  that  he 
and  they  acted  in  harmony  on  all  great  public  mea¬ 
sures. 

Again  :  He  had  declared  that  the  Executive 
'•night  be  justly  held  responsible  for  the  economical 
expenditure  of  public  money  whenever  gross  sums 
were  appropriated  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
particular  objects,  and  the  employment  of  the 
money  was  thus  necessarily  subjected  to  his  discre¬ 
tion.  In  such  a  case,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that 
the  object  should  be  accomplished  in  the  cheapest 
and  best  manner;  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so,  he  was 
justly  censurable.  Responsibility!  Yes,  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  was,  and,  on  principle,  ought  ever  to  be,  held 
responsible  for  the  economical  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Congress. 

Under  all  these  admissions,  said  Mr.  B.  I  ask  the 
Senator  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  point  out  a  single  head  of  expen- 
ture  with  which  the  country  could  have  dispensed. 
He  [Mr.  Crittenden]  said,  yesterday,  that  he  did 
not  complain  of  any  of  those  objects  cf  expendi¬ 
ture.  No,  he  did  not — he  could  not;  for,  from  the 
first  to  the  last,  there  wes  nothing  in  that  list  which 
could  have  been  avoided,  with  a  proper  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  He  might  add,  that 
he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  that  list  which  had 
not  received  the;  support  of  the  Opposition,  as  well 
as  the  Administration  party  on  this  floor. 

He  bad  but  a  few  words  mote  to  say  in  reference 
to  the  four  items  to  which  the  Senator  had  specially 
referred.  He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  follow  him 
at  length,  because  he  had  already  furnished  what 
he  believed  to  be  the  facts;  and  they  constituted  the 
best  refutation  of  his  [Mr.  Crittenden's]  argu¬ 
ments. 

In  regard  to  the  three  hundred  men  taken  from 
Missouri,  the  Secretary  of  War  might  have  judged 
unwisely.  He  might  possibly,  with  equal  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  service,  have  taken  a  like  number  of 
men  from  Alabama,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  or  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  people  bf  these  States  were  all  equally 
brave  with  those  of  Missouri.  There  was  no  ques¬ 
tion  about  that.  But  if  the  Secretary  had  thought 
proper  to  employ  three  hundred  Western  hunters 
and  trappers  from  Missouri,  who  were  believed  to 
possess  more  experience  in  the  mode  of  attacking 
Indians,  and  driving  them  out  of  their  Everglades, 
could  the  difference  of  expense  in  transporting  these 
men  from  Missouri  to  Florida,  above  that  of  trans¬ 
porting  a  like  number  from  Kentucky,  be  made  a 
matter  of  grave  accusation  against  the  Executive? 
The  Secretary  may  have  judged  unwisely,  and  the 
President  may  be  responsible;  but  it  was  as  light  a 
responsibility  as  ever  President  bore.  Unlortu- 
nately,  a  number  of  the  horses  belonging  to  these 
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len  were  lost,  and  the  Government  had  to  pay  for 
iem;  but  this  could  not  have  been  foreseen.  All 
lis  might  have  been  an  error  in  judgment,  though 
e  (Mr.  B.)  believed  it  was  not;  still  it  could  never 
e  converted  into  a  subject  of  serious  charge  againat 
jie  President,  or  prove  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
flrtravagance.  In  attempting  to  magnify  into  im- 
ortance  so  small  a  matter,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
•licky  had  unconsciously  bestowed  ene  of  the  high- 
i;t  compliments  which  he  could  pay  to  the  econo- 
ny  of  the  Administration. 

In  regard  to  the  provisions  conveyed  to  the  Che- 
i)kee  country: — we  know  there  was  not  onlydan- 
ier  of  a  war  with  this  powerful  tribe  of  Indians, 
it  that  an  incipient  war  then  already  existed, 
lood  had  then  been  shed,  according  to  his  best  re- 
liillection.  The  whole  neighboring  conntry  'was  in 
iommotion,  and  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
tates  were  terrified  and  alarmed.  Under  such  cir- 
lmstancesjwasit  not  the  duty  of  the  Administration 
1|  collect  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  country  and 
e  removal  of  the  Indians?  And  he  asked  the 
Ipnorable  Senator  if  these  troubles  had  not  ended 

J.  peace;  if  war  bad  been  the  result,  and  an  army 
lid  been  collected  there  without  provisions,  might 
)t  the  Administration,  with  great  justice,  have 
ten  attacked  for  their  improvidence?  In  such  an 
rent,  they  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  criminal 
treliction  of  duty,  not  only  against  the  army  and 
ie  people  of  the  States  where  the  Indians  were  lo¬ 
oted,  but  against  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
«.ates.  And  yet  the  burden  of  the  Senator’s  charge 
gainst  the  Administration,  is  for  doing  an  act, 
ihich,  if  they  had  not  done,  might  have  resulted 
i.  disastrous  consequences  to  the  whole  country, 

-  case  the  threatened  war  had  not  been  avoided.  It 
ricame,  therefore,  absolutely  indispensab'e  to  collect 
ese  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army; 
lid  it  was  only  because,  through  the  mercy  of  a 
iNise  and  over-ruling  Providence,  another  Indian 
ar  had  been  averted  from  the  people  of  Georgia 
id  the  surrounding  States,  that  this  transaction 
>uld  possibly  have  been  converted  into  a  charge 
>*  extravagance  against  the  Administration.  Who 
en  can  be  justly  blamed?  There  were  the  provi- 
■pns  and  we  ought  to  be  thankful  that  they  were 
)t  all  rendered  necessary.  We  had  peace  instead 
war;  and  by  the  early  dismissal  of  the  troops, 
jl  of  these  provisions  could  not  be  consumed, 
-ow  he,  Mr.  B.  shrunk  from  no  responsibility  on 
is  occasion.  He  admitted  that  the  Administration 
ere  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  General  Scott, 
.gentleman  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest  re 
lird  and  esteem.  That  General  had  done  but  his 
lty  as  commander  of  the  forces,  in  ordering  hese 
ovisions,  which  he  could  not  use,  to  be  sold.  lu¬ 
ted  he  could  not  have  acted  otherwise. 

But  the  Senator  had  intimated  that  this  sale  was 
at  fairly  made;  and  that  gold  and  silver  being  re- 
lired  in  payment,  the  purchasers  were  Govern- 
tent  agents,  who  bought  in  the  provisions  at  a  low 
tte,  with  Government  money,  for  their  own  pri- 
ate  emolument.  If  this  were  true,  every  one  of 
tese  officers  ought  to  be  instantly  dismissed.  It 
as  a  heavy  charge,  and  the  Senator  did  not  pre- 
nd  to  know  any  thing  about  it,  except  from  news- 
iper  rumors,  which  were  certainly  not  the  most 


authentic  source  of  information.  He,  Mr.  B.  had 
heard  that  some  of  these  provisions  were  damaged, 
and  he  had  learned  from  the  most  authentic  source 
that  Ross  would  not  purchase  provisions  from  the 
contractors  at  any  price,  though  he  might  have 
used  them  advantageously  in  removing  the  Indians. 
It  is  much  more  probable  that  the  distance  of  these 
provisions  from  any  point  where  they  could  have 
been  sold  for  their  value,  and  the  consequent  cost 
of  transportation  to  such  a  place,  together  with  the 
perishable  nature  of  some  of  them,  were  the  rea¬ 
sons  why  they  did  not  command  a  greater  price, 
than  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government 
had  been  guilty  of  any  fraudulent  conduct.  This, 
then,  was  among  the  sins  of  extravagance  charged 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  although  he  knew  nothing 
about  it  until  long  after  it  took  place.  Happy,  in¬ 
deed,  would  be  the  fate  of  the  succeeding  Adminis¬ 
tration,  if  no  heavier  charge  cculd  be  made  against 
them  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service. 

A  few  words  more  in  regard  to  the  Florida  war. 
When  Congress  omitted  to  provide  regular  troops 
for  the  defence  of  Florida,  what  was  the  only  al¬ 
ternative  lefi?  Did  not  this  omission  necesaarily 
devolve  upon  the  President  the  duty  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  that  purpose,  under  the  Constitution 
and  existing  laws?  The  neglect  of  Congress  to 
raise  the  force  required  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
did  not  prohibit  him  from  availing  himself  of  the 
militia;  but,  on  the  contrary,  rendered  a  resort  to 
them  imperatively  necessary.  The  militia  law  still 
remained  in  full  force;  and  to  that,  and  that  alone, 
could  he  recur  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  here  inquired  whether  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Read  was  not  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  certainly  not.  In  his  fa¬ 
mous  order,  to  which  the  Senator  had  himself  re¬ 
ferred,  he  had  styled  himself  Brigandier  General 
of  the  Florida  Brigade.  He  was  not  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Army;  but  of  the  Florida  militia; 
and  he  (Mr.  B.)  understood  they  had  been  called 
into  service  under  the  authority  of  our  existing  mi¬ 
litia  laws.  And  what  else  could  the  Secretary  have 
done  under  the  circumstanced  What  else  would 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself  have  done  had 
he  been  Secretary  of  Wai?  Would  he  have  aban¬ 
doned  Florida  whilst  Florida  was  bleeding  at  every 
pore?  Would  he  have  said,  “I  demanded  a  mounted 
regiment  of  regular  troops  and  Congress  refused 
to  grant  it,  and  because  they  refused,  I  shall  not 
order  the  militia  into  service,  notwithstanding  the 
existing  law  renders  this  my  duty.  Let  the  blood 
shed  in  Florida  be  upon  the  head  of  Congress,  I  am 
innocent!”  i\o,  there  was  not  a  man  in  America 
who  would  not  have  recoiled  from  such  reasoning, 
and  none  sooner  or  more  repulsively  than  the  ho¬ 
norable  Senator  himself. 

And  yet,  with  all  his  eloquence  and  ingenuity,  to 
what  had  he  finally  been  driven?  To  read  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  some  newspaper,  the  name  of  which  he 
had  not  thought  proper  to  give  us,  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  a  laugh  and  a  sneer  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  All  this  was  “at  the  expense  of 
Uncle  Sam;”  but,  from  information  derived  from 
the  Department  itself,  he  could  assure  the  gentle¬ 
man  that  these  militia  infantry  did  not,  as  the  paper 
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alleged,  receive  $18,  bat  merely  $7  per#>onth-the 
pay  of  United  States  infantry  soldiers*,  and  that, 
too  without  either  bounty,  clothing,  or  rations. 
Now  Heaven  forbid  that  the  time  may  ever  ar¬ 
rive  'in  this  country,  when  Senators  should  serious¬ 
ly  attempt  to  criminate  any  Administration  on  this 
floor  by  bringing  here  the  tittle-tattle  of  a  newspa¬ 
per  whilst  they  could  obtain  the  information  de¬ 
sired  in  an  authentic  and  official  form  from  the  pro¬ 
per  Department.  How  unnecessary  aswell  as  unjust, 
was  it  to  attempt  to  prove  a  high  officer  of 
the  Government  guilty  of  misconduct  by  newspa¬ 
per  statements,  when,  upon  the  motion  of  any 
member,  the  power  of  the  Senate  would  at  any 
time  be  exerted  to  prove  him  guilty,  if  guilty  he 
were  by  official  documents  authenticated  under  his 
own  hand?  And  yet  this  was  the  course  which  the 
honorable  Senator  had  thought  proper  to  pursue. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  how  could  these  two  hun¬ 
dred  militia  infantry  have  raised  a  crop  of  corn  be¬ 
tween  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress  in  July 
and  the  present  time?  But  had  he  not  informed  the 
Senator  that  while  the  question  was  depending  be¬ 
fore  Congress,  whether  mounted  men  should  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  the  Governor  of 
that  Territory,  knowing  that  the  expense  would 
eventually  fall  upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  called  these  men  into  service  before  our 
adjournment,  and  under  the  Secretary’s  advice  he 
had  adopted  the  policy  previously  pursued  to  en¬ 
courage  the  raising  of  provisions  for  the  army?  If 
the  gentleman  thought  proper,  at  any  time,  to  call 
for  authentic  information  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  furnished  him  most  cheerfully  by  the  Depart¬ 
These,  then,  are  the  items  of  extravagance  with 
which  the  retiring  Administration  were  charged, 
and  this  was  the  indictment  preferred  against  them. 
The  branch  mints  are  still  continued;  and  the  Pre¬ 


sident  is  condemned  because, 'forsooth,  he  does  not 
abolish  them!  Now  could  the  President  repeal  the 
law  which  created  them?  Could  he  undertake  to 
say  he  would  not  execute  the  will  of  Congress  de- 
dared  by  an  act  of  Congress?  If  he  had  closed 
these  mints  by  his  own  authority,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  highest  crime  against  the  Consti- 
lution  of  his  country.  He  would,  by  usurping  the 
prerogative  of  annulling  acts  of  Congress,  have 
placed  himself  above  the  Legislative  power. 
He  might  then,  with  justice,  have  been 
denounced  and  condemned  as  a  tyrant.  And  yet 
it  has  been  made  a  grave  accusation  against  the 
President,  that  he  had  not  shut  up  these  branch 
minis,  because  they  were  too  expensive— that  he 
had  not  done  an  act,  for  doing  wh’ch  he  ought  to 
have  been  impeached  and  deprived  of  his  high  of¬ 
fice.  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Man- 
gum!  took  a  more  correct  view  of  this  subject.  He 
thought,  with  him  (Mr.  B.)  that  Congress  was  the 
proper  source  of  power  in  such  cases.  Let  us 
move  on  in  the  ancient  constitutional  manner;  ano 
although  there  might  be  some  “prospects”  of  gold 
around  Dahlonega  and  Charlotte,  he  would  vote  a 
any  moment  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  hac 
established  these  branch  mints.  He  belie  ved  then 
to  be  unnecessary;  but  how  the  present  Administra 
tion  could  be  held  responsible  for  their  expenses,  hi 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  determine.  Nothing  but  thi 
ingenuity  of  the  honorable  Senator  could  ever  havi 
led  to  the  suggestion.  He  could  draw  upon  thi 
abundant  fountain  of  his  wit,  and  turn  the  most  se 
rious  subjects  into  ridicule,  when  it  suited  his  pur 
pose;  but  he  would  never  succeed  in  blotting  on 
from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  th 
gratitude  which  they  would  yet  feel  towards  an  Ad 
ministration  against  which  no  charges  ot  extravo 
gance  could  be  made,  except  such  as  he  had  enumc 

ra?ed. 
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